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are bearable. But when they hurt him and his nation, it becomes
his duty to withdraw his support.
"But, as I have said, every citizen does not know how to do so in
an orderly manner. Disorderliness comes from anger, orderliness out
of intelligent resistance. The first condition, therefore, of real success
is to ensure absence of violence. Violence done to persons repre-
senting the Government or to persons who don't join our rank, that
is, the supporters of the Government, means in every case retrogres-
sion, in our case, cessation of non-co-operation and useless waste of
innocent lives. Those, therefore, who wish to make non-co-operation
a success in the quickest possible time will consider it their first duty
to see that in their neighbourhood complete order is kept."
The nation impatiently waited for the zero hour—the first of
August. Throughout these months of suspense, the people asked,
"What is Tilak's attitude?" With regard to the Khilafat he said:
"My idea is that the Muslims themselves should take the initiative
in the matter. After full discussion, they must come to a definite
decision and it is for the Hindus to support them in whatever decision
they would arrive at." He assured Shaukat Ali that if the Muslims
offered non-co-operation his party and the Hindus would certainly
follow them. Tilak had no final views on the details of non-
co-operation including boycott of councils but when Shaukat Ali
with Gandhi visited him in Bombay, he said that if the Muslims
boycotted the councils he and his party would follow suit.
The position which Tilak occupied in 1920 was the most enviable
that any politician had occupied in India. He alone represented not
merely the youngest but the oldest generation living. Dadabhai,
Ranade, Pherozeshah Mehta, Gokhale were no more* Starting
as a conservative, he lived to count the staunchest reformers
amongst his followers. The branded "enemy of the Muslims"
was the supporter of Hindu-Muslim unity at Lucknow and his
active co-operation was sought by and promised to the leaders of the
Khilafat movement. The slogan of swaraj started by him in 1895 was
echoed by the Congress of 1906 and the Government of India
Act of 1919. His no-rent campaign of 1896 formed one of the planks
of Gandhi's non-co-operation programme. "The wrecker of the
Congress" was its bulwark and chosen president. Dreaded by the
Government, hated by Anglo-Indians, feared by the Moderates,
he was the idol of India. Behind him lay stirring memories extending

